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PRESS RELEASE
The exhibition Gianfranco Sergio 2006 | 2008 will open at Galleria studio.ra contemporanea on Thursday, 28 August 2008, at 06.30 pm.
The artist, who was born in Rende (Cosenza) in 1961, lives and works in Como, exhibiting his works both in Italy and abroad.
This Roman personal exhibition presents a cycle of medium and large format works where painting and figuration play the absolute protagonists. The cycle was produced in approx. three years.
Barbara Martusciello explains that these works reveal, “(…) on one hand (…) the Transavanguardia movement, particularly in the re-use of popular roots (Genius Loci) and labelling them as norms, ideologies or powers (Ideology of the traitor); on the other hand  (…) cues from the Nuovi Nuovi movement. A citation taken from the world of art but that is also a type of illustration - from the comic strip to billboardism - (…). All this is always filtered by a personal perspective, with just the right quid of melancholy that his work conveys, perhaps because it runs through a fairy-tale territory, prerogative of childhood (…) as happy as it is a thing of the past, unrepeatable, to some extent mourned(…)”
Hence, these works, “(…) are not camouflaged, that do not convey a reality that is exactly the same. His works refer to reality through a distortion, with the use of nonsense, like certain age-old nursery rhymes or those with a clear meaning, incredibly credible (…)”.
On the canvas the pictorial space “(…) depicts bizarre constructions that do not, however, collapse; they are crooked scenic machines that stay on their feet: created by assembling incongruous elements painted with a light stroke. They are effigies of canvas, synthetic flowers or perhaps from other worlds, cones, points, hats, all mounted like a children's construction set (which he probably played with as a child), or with the less "technological" wooden blocks.  They include portraits of little men that look like elves, humanized coffee pots. This is what we find in his paintings along with: tin cans - of sardines? - containing a farmer or a labourer intent on digging into blue soil, nails, forks…”
The exhibition also has a colour Catalogue with critical texts by Barbara Martusciello, Edoardo Di Mauro and a poem by Gian Ruggero Manzoni, specially written for the artist.
The personal exhibition will be open till 18 September 2008 with the following hours: 05.00 pm – 08.30 pm. Closed on holidays.
TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Name of exhibition: Gianfranco Sergio 2006 |2008.
Location: Galleria studio.ra contemporanea ,  Via Bartolomeo Platina 1/F  00179 Rome, Italy, tel. + 39 06 45495639  -  mobile: E-mail: info@studiora.eu; website:  www.studiora.eu .
Inauguration: Thursday, 28 August, 06.30 pm
Period: 28 August - 18 September 2008
Texts by: B. Martusciello, E. Di Mauro and a poem by G. R. Manzoni
Catalogue: in the art gallery.
Opening times: 05.00- 08.30 pm, closed on holidays.








